INTRODUCTION

MATERNAL WEIGHT (kg)
Thicknesses as function of maternal weight for subcutaneous fat overlying the fetus and for the total of four layers.
The minimum path length of attenuating tissue was only 1.7 cm, corresponding to an attenuation of 0.8 dBcm-iMHz -I or 2.8 dB at 3.5 MHz ; • A skin thickness of 1.3 mm was assumed for this minimum, while 2 mm was assumed for all other data points. Fig.  2 shows the calculated minimum attenuation at 3.5 MHz for individuals as a function of maternal weight 2 Calculated attenuation correlates reasonably well with maternal weight (R = 0.68), and the latter might be used in some cases to estimate the former. The best fit linear regression shown in Fig. 2 as the central line, is given by:
Attenuation (dB) = 0.i0 x Weight (kg) -1.5. The 95% prediction limits are also plotted in Fig. 2 .
The lower 95% prediction limit is given approximately by: Attenuation2= 0.i0 x Maternal Weight -3.3. Attenuation correlated almost as well (R = 0.57) with maternal anterior-posterior diameter. 
ATTENUATION BY OVERLYING TISSUE CALCULATED FROM MINIMUM THICKNESS, 15-20 WEEKS
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